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THIS DOCUMENT CONTAINS THREE (3) PAGES,

rr IS Nor POSSIBLE, ON THE BASIS OF PRESENTLY AVAI.I.ABI.E

NAVAL FORCF,s INTENDED TO LAUNCH A TORPEDO A~~:ACK ON THE UNITED STATES

Tl35 AND TURN BACK TO THE PATH OF THE ENEMY ••••• TO ATTACK." AT

0807Z THE MADDOX REPORTED THAT IT WAS BEING A1'TACKED BY THREE NORTH
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SIGmT REF',["ECTIONS OF DRV ATTACK ON USS MADDOX

FOLLOWING COMINT INDICATIONS ON 1 AUGUST 1964 [THAT NORTH VIETNAMESE

DRV NAVAL ELEMENTS. DURING THE SAME DAY THE SOurHERN FLEEn' BASE

FROM 1 AUGUST IT WAS EVIDENT THAT THE MADDOX WAS BEING TRACKED BY

VIETNAMESE CRAFT AND THAT rr WAS OPENING FIRE.

DESTROYER USS MADDOX ON PATROL IN THE GULF OF TONKm, THE MADDOX WAS

ATrACKED BY THREE PT BOATS THE FOLLOWING DAY. SlJBSEQUENT REPORTS

FROM THE MADDOX INDICATE THAT THE PT BOATS WITHDREW, PURSUED BY AIR-

CRAFT LAUNCHED FROM THE USS TICONDEROGA. ONE OF THE PT BOATS WAS

THE LA'l'l'ER DID NOT SUSTAIN ANY DAMAGES.

REPORTED TO HAVE BEEN DAMAGED BY FIVE INCH GUN FIP.E FROM THE MADDOX;

AT BEN THUY RADIOED AN UNIDENTIFIED VESSEL NOTING THAT A DECISION HAD

BEEN MADE TO "FIGHT THE ENEMY TONIGHT. Ii AT 0444z THE NEXT DAY THE

NORTHERN FLEE'!' BASE AT PORT WALLUl' WAS ADVISED BY VESSEL T142,

"RECEIVED ORDERS 146-142 DID (WRU) USE HICH SPEED TO GO TOGETHER

(PARALLEL) WITH ENEMY FOLLOWING TO LAUNCH TORPEDOES." AN ATTACK

WAS APPARENTLY D4MINENT AT 0612Z WEN A UNIDENTIFIED SHORE STATION,

POSSIBLY AT SAM SON (19-43N U5-5SE) OIIDERED THE T146 TO "LEAVE THE
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COMIlIr, TO DEl'ERMIIE WEI THE A.T'DrtClC WAS ACTUALLY ORDERED AND

BY WHOM. ~CXIIIt Dl\TA REVEA.lS THAT TJDOO: VESSELS, '!'HE Tl~,

Tl46 AID 1'HE 'l'l35 CID8ED AJID~ mE A1'TAC1C ON '!'BE

MAI>I:m. AT fl9'''Z 'mE Tl42 ABO Tl46 '.l'UmIF.D MCK '1'0 BOB ME

ISLAND (AECUl' ~5 lfA.\1l'ICAL MILES Jl)Rl'BFAS'l' OF BEll THUI Am>

LESS THAN 11 M.IU:S on-SHORE). AT 143iJZ 'mE n46 YA.S

ADVISED TO~ Tl.42 AND Tl.35 AT lION ME ISlAND ADD 'l'HER

PROCEED TO 19-41B 1~-37E. A.F'l'ER ARHIVDIG AT 'mAT POINT

TID_'Y WERE ro SEARCH THE ARFA IN A BADIDS OF U NAt1l'ICAL

MILES FOR A VJo.:ssEL \4UCH WAS '"WOUNDED A1ID lOST BECAUSE OF

Em){! AIBPIAQ OR A.R'l"ILLERY FIRE, OR BreAtr.:JE or m:;.IlfE

TROUBLE8, OR OUT OF FUEI..." AFI'ER FDlDlNG IT THEY WERE

INSTRUCTED TO '!'OW IT MCK.

COMMml': ON 31 .Jl.JU, NORTH VIETNA11E:SE NAVAL Mrn:?JI.GE13

RF:Fux:TE!) AN "EIDM:{" DiCURSION Imtl AN AREA ABOU1' 8"

REPORTED TO BE FIRIMS ON THE ISlAND OF l10K ME AND THERE

'Wllill INDICATIOBS OF ANOTHER "ElfFl«" ATl'ACK AGAUm Art

UNIDDI'l'IFIED 'lARGEr IN '1"H.E BEN '!'HUY ARFA. IN PROBABlE

REACTION, 'l'HE Nh'W CHIl'IA m:ws AGENCY, OU 1 AUGUST, RE-

PORTED THAT '!'HE LIAISON MISSION OF THE ltORTlI VIE'l'flIAlolESE

HIGH CCMfAND HAD MADE A STRONG PROT"E.ST TO THE ICC AGAINSl'

/
"TllE U. S. AND ITS PUPPF.'l' - - '1'BE NGUYEN KBAJm CU~ PaR

SHUJ.!NG '.NO ISlANDS OF I«).RTH VTh"l'NAM." THE~ WAS

CONl'AINED IN A LE."ITm TO THE ICC m VI.E:l"NAM SAlIm 'l'HA1',

Al3OUl' 114if ROUBS, 313 JUI.J', T1IF. U. S. AND THE SOUTH vrsr­
NAMF"SE Al»tIHIm'RA'1'IOlil 8Em TWO NAVAL VESSEL') TO SHELL

BON NGU ISlAlID WHICH UD3 FOUB~ OfT THE COA.S'l'

Ol: Al3Oll'l' 'mE SAME lATITUDE AS CUA HOI (NGE All PBOVINCE).

AT ABOUT THE SAME TOO: AftO'l'HER U. S. - SOUl'H YmrHAMEBE

1iAVAL VESSEL OPENED AR'I'ILI..ERY FIRE ON Hem ME ISlAKO, 12

kILF.S an BA. ~ ('l'BADH BOA PROVIBCE). 'mE Iz.rTER ASIED

'lHE ICC TO TAD !'IBM MEASURF.S '1'0 CCliPEL '!'HE U. B. AIm 'mE

sotml V:m.mAMES1 GOVEBHMElfl' TO l'l1t All nonmIATE E6D TO 'l'BESE

DAJm:BOUS PBOVOCA!rIOJlS. mE TRACXDIO ABD Sl1IlSEQt.lEIt1~
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ON THE MADDOX COULD, THEREFORE, HAVE BEEN PROVOKED BY "E.tma"

INCUnSIONS IN.ro THE GUlF OF TONKIN A DAY OR TWO BIm)RETHENSA25Xl
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ARRIVAL OF THE MADDOX IN THE ARFA.

ro DATE '!'HERE HAVE BEEN NOI rEACTIONS TO THE

PRESENCE OF THE MADOOX m THE GULF OF TONKIN.
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